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1 . A clause is a groip of words tiiat contains botii a subject and a predicate b ut cannot always be considered as a full grammatical sentence. Clauses 
can be either indepeixlent clauses (also called main clauses) or dependent clauses (also called subordinate clauses). 

2. An independent clause (or main clause) contains both a subject and predicate, can stand abne as a sentence (a simple sentence), or be a part of a 
multi- clause sentence. Coordinating conjunctions (aixl, but, for, nor, or, so, yet) are used to connect elements of equal wei^ such as two 
independent clauses, using a comma before the conjunctioa 

We visited Paris last September. 

[independent clause fimctioning as a M sentence] 

We visited Paris in September, and tiien we visited Berlin in October. 

[two independent clauses connected by the coordinating conjunction and preceded wifli a comma] 

3. A dependent clause (or subordinate clause) contaii^s both a subject and a verb but cannot stand abne as a sentence. It must always be a part of a 
sentence, on which it depends for meaning. Reading a dependent clause on its own leaves tiie reader wondering where tiie rest of tiie information is. 

The following sections describe the different kinds of dependent clauses. 

4. An adverb clause or adverbial clause (also called a subordinate clause) is a type of dependent clause which starts with a subordinating conjunction 
(e.g. because, although, when, if^ until, as if etc.). It indicates a dependent relationship with information elsewhere in the independent clause that it 
modifies. Similarly to adverbs, adverb clauses usualfy answer questions such as: Why? How? When? Under what circumstances? When the adverb 
clause is written before the independent clause, separate the two with a comma. 

In the following exampfe pairs, see how the sams information is given using a word, phrase or a clause. 
We ate dinner at the hotel bistro. 

[the adverbial phrase modifies the verb ate; it answers the question where?] 

We ate dinner where all the locals usually go to. 

[The adverb clause modifies the verb ate; it answers ibe question where?] 

We wanted to go to the Louvre early. 

[The adverb modifies the verb phrase vranted to go; it explains when?] 
We wanted to go to the Louvre as earfy as we could. 
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[The adverb clause rrodifies the verb phrase wanted to go; it explains when?] 



We visited Paris last September due to a business nKCting. 
[The adverbial phrase explains why?] 
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We visited Paris last September because we wanted to see the Mona Lisa at the Louvre museum 
[The adverb clause modifies the entire independent clause; it explains why';'] 

5. An adjective clause (also called a relative clause), just like an adjecti\ e, nndifies the noun or pronoun preceding it (also called the antecedent). It 
1 0 starts with a relative pronoun (e.g. who, which, that, where, when, whose, whom, whoever etc.) which is also the subject of the clause. 

In the following example pairs ,see how ttie sartK information is given using a word, phrase or a clause. 

This is a great museum 

[the adjective amazing modifies the noun museum] 

15 

This is a museum that we visited last year. 

[The adjective clause modifies the noun museum; tiaat is a relative pronoun referring to the antecedent museum] 

In Paris, we met good fiiends. 
2 0 [the adjective good modifies the noim fiiends] 

In Paris, we rcet fiiends whom we haven't seen tor years. 

[the adjective clause modifies the noun fiientls; whom is a relative pronoun refening to the antecedent fiiends] 

2 5 6. Use who, whom, whoever and whomever when the adjective clause refers to a person or an animal with a nams. Use which or that when the 

adjective clause refers to a non- person (tiaing) or an animal tiaat is not a pet. 

The French lady who was our tour guide turned out to be a distant relative of ours. 

[the French lady is a person; who is used] 

3 0 Our hotel, which was built in 1 830, had an excellent bistro. 

[our hotel is a thing; which is used] 

7. When an adjective clause is non-restrictive (gives an extra piece of information not essential to tine overall meaning of tiie sentence), separate it 
with commas from tie rest of tie sentence. Do not use tiat with non-restrictive adjective clauses. 

3 5 TTie hotel that was built in 1 830 has an excellent bistro 

[The adjective clause is restrictive; onfy tie hotel built in 1 830 has an excellent bistro. The adjective clause is essential to the meaning of tie sentence] 
The hotel , which was built in 1 830, had an excellent bistro. 

[The adjective clause is non-restrictive; tiere may be more hotels witi excellent bistros. The adjective clause merefy adds extra information] 

4 0 8. A noun clause fimctions as a noun, meaning tiat it can be a subject, object or complement in a sentence. It starts witi the sams words that begin 

adjective clauses: that, who, which, when, where, whetier, why, how. 

The Louvre museum was amazing! 

[The Louvre museum = noun phrase as subject of sentence] 

4 5 What we saw at tie Louvre Museum was amazing 

[What we saw at tie Louvre Museum = noun clause as subject of sentence] 

We loved what we saw at the Louvre inuseum 

[what we saw at the Louvre museum = noun clause as object of the verb like] 



The best thing we liked was what we saw at the Louvre museum 

[what we saw at the Louvre museum = noun phrase as complement of the verb was] 

9. Do not confiise between adjective and noun clauses, as they begin with the sanK words. A word starting an adjective clause has an antecedent to 
5 5 which it refers, whereas a word starting a noun clause does not. 

Our French fiiends know that we saw the new exhiljitiou at the Lomxe. 

[that we saw the new exhibition at the Louvre = noun clame as object of the \ erb know] 
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The new exhibition that we saw at the Louvre was amazing. 
6 0 [that we saw at the Louvre = adjective clause referring to the antecedent exhibition] 



